
Night Chapter 8-9: 
 Stop & Think

"Don't let me find him! If only I could get rid of this dead weight, so that I could  
 use all my strength to struggle for my own survival, and only worry about myself." 
 Immediately I felt ashamed of myself, ashamed forever.” 

 What is happening to Elie? 
 What previous character does this relate to? 
 What literary device is this and why? 

 

 

 Oh, to strangle the doctor and the others! To burn the whole world! My father's  
 murderers! But the cry stayed in my throat.” 

  
 What has happened to Elie’s Father?  
 What Does Elie Want?  
 Why can’t he react? 

 
 

 Bending over him, I stayed gazing at him for over an hour, engraving into myself  
 the picture of his blood-stained face, his shattered skull. 
 

 What does Elie mean by “Engraving into myself the picture of his blood-stained  
 face, his shattered skull”? What is this an example of? 



Night Chapter 8-9: 
 Stop & Think

  
 This discussion continued for some time. I knew that I was no longer arguing  
 with him but with Death itself, with Death that he had already chosen. 

 What is this an example of?  
 Why is it significant? 

 
 

  
 Our first act as free men was to throw ourselves onto the provisions. We thought 
 only of that. Not of revenge, not of our families. Nothing but bread. 
 

 What does the word Provisions mean?  
 Why don’t they want revenge? Why don’t they think of their families? 
 Why is food so important to them? 

 
 

 One day I was able to get up, after gathering all my strength. I wanted to see  
 myself in the mirror on the opposite wall… a corpse gazed back at me. The look in  
 his eyes, as they stared into mine, has never left me. 
 

  
 What does Elie see when he looks in the mirror and why? 
 Why does Elie refer to himself in the 3rd person? 


